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By Rev’d Stephen Monsiegneur 

Passage: John 20:19-31 (NRSV) 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 

met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said 

to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless 

I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will 

not believe." A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas 

answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus 

is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

In a few weeks those of us eligible to vote will be choosing the make-up of the forty-sixth Federal Parliament of 

Australia.  

I suspect that that does not come as surprising news given the acute increase in political advertising, media focus 

on the various political leaders, the steady promises of candy for the children and subsequent attention to the 

health systems ability to deal with tooth decay and obesity.   

As each candidate vies for your vote they make all kinds of promises. The challenge for the rest of us is to filter 

this tidal wave of promise and counter promise to discern – at least as we understand it – the true state of affairs.  

In a world of constant connectivity and instant communication, where the number of followers or hits is the basis 

upon which credibility appears to rest, it is easy for anyone to make a statement without evidence and effect some 

degree of social reaction or even change.  
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Of course discerning what is truth and what is fake is a task that often proves much harder that it sounds. While 

the world of the first century was not as seamlessly connected and snail mail was the most advanced method of 

delivering a message, the need to be discerning was just as great. 

To coin the U.S. President Donald Trump – who was referring to news and whom I never thought I would 

reference in a sermon – we must separate the real from the fake. The truth from the embellished. 

This is exactly what Thomas was doing. 

The events of today’s passage occur only a week after the discovery of the empty tomb. Not all of Jesus friends 

and followers have seen the either a dead or risen Jesus since his crucifixion. In fact there have only been three 

instance of Jesus appearing, first to Mary of Magdella at the tomb, second to the Apostles on the road and thirdly 

to the group gathered in the room.  

Many like Thomas who were not witness to any of these appearances and may only now be learning of them, I 

suggest provide an insight to the normal first reaction of any thinking person. After all how safe is it to blindly 

believe all that we hear or see?  

Exactly what and how things transpired for Jesus during the three days between crucifixion and resurrection is 

for me a divine mystery.  The human Jesus was dead but was raised. 

From the very first verse to the very end of John’s Gospel, the author is building a case demonstrating that Jesus 

is the Son of God. John begins his gospel by writing, “In the beginning the Word was God and the Word was 

with God” 1:1. This statement asserts that Christ is one with God and has been for all of eternity.  

With this kind of beginning, we are made keenly aware of John’s overarching purpose for writing his book. He 

longs for the non-believer, especially the Jew, to come to the understanding and faith to believe that Jesus was 

God Himself, sent as the Messiah to dwell among His people. 1:14  

The fact the room is locked is significant, it shows that the risen Jesus cannot be contained or restricted. In today’s 

passage, we are shown twice how Jesus breaks into the lives of his friends.  

Are you allowing Jesus in or is the door locked? 

I wonder if a thought that crossed Thomas’s mind was something like Jesus may have risen Lazarus from death 

but how could he raise himself when it was he himself that was dead. Of course as Jesus points out believing 

became a simple task for Thomas, after all he saw Jesus, he saw the wounds, and he spoke and ate with Jesus.  

We must remember that in all the instances of Jesus appearing to his friends, none of them immediately 

recognised him at first, but once their eyes were opened so were their hearts and minds, in breathing on them 

Jesus shared with them his Holy Spirit, and through this they truly knew him. 

Jesus wants us to know him and in doing so know God; but we are not likely to see the physical Jesus standing 

before us, we are not likely to sit with Jesus in the room and eat a meal, ---- or are we? 

A challenge for us is believing without as we understand it seeing, But Jesus is really present in our world and in 

our lives. All we need do is look.  
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Jesus tell’s us himself that he is to be found with the poor, the outcast, the broken.  

Maybe if we are struggling to find Jesus it is because we are looking in the wrong places, listening to the wrong 

advice. We are not going to find Jesus in the materialistic rewards of this world. Jesus is not about how committed 

we are to achieving earthly goals, or how clever, financially or socially successful we appear. Jesus is not about 

who does the most. 

Jesus is about Gods relationship with you. Jesus did not rebuke Thomas but simply loved him, “Peace be with 

you.” Was Jesus reply to the doubt and demand of Thomas. 

If we are seeking to better know Jesus this Easter We need to be serious in asking ourselves; 

• What is my faith? 

• Can Jesus break in on me or am I building locked doors?  

• Am I looking for some sign before committing myself to the fact that I am living in a new world, the 

world of the resurrection? 

• What strengthens that Faith?  

Jesus did not promise his followers an easy life in this world but he did promise eternity in God to those who 

believe and have faith in him. We must make known our faith to the world through the way we live, the way we 

engage with those who mock and condemn us. 

If the reader of John has not fully grasped John’s thesis, then it is made very clear through the last sentence of 

today’s passage, “But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name.” 20:31 

Through faith in Jesus as the Messiah we may have life in His name. 

Amen. 


