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I'd like to begin by asking a question: 

Hands up all those who have seen Avengers: Endgame 

Hands up all those who know what Avengers: Endgame is. 

For the uninitiated, it's the twenty-second film in the Marvel Studios superhero saga which began back in 2008. 

It's the culmination to a story arc which began when Robert Downey-Junior's character Tony Stark, built a suit 

of armour and became Iron Man. Now a complex story spanning eleven years, numerous characters, locations 

on earth and beyond, it would take you a whopping total of 47 hours 48 minutes to watch them all from beginning 

to end. 

A story as complex as this didn't just happen. Neither did it simply evolve as each film was made. Marvel Studios 

planned the whole saga from the very beginning, knowing how each piece would slot together in order to bring 

the whole story to a conclusion.  

Plans affect our lives every day sometimes without our realising it. Another question: hands up all those who 

make some form of list before going grocery shopping. If you made a list, then you made a plan. However, our 

plans don't always work out the way we expect. I once read the true story of a woman who told about how 

frustrated she’d gotten with her husband during the early years of their marriage. Apparently they both worked, 

but she took pride in the idea that she could still prepare good meals for them to eat. She’d prepare meals in 

advance and put them in freezer bags, carefully labelling the bags in large clear letters: “Meatloaf” or “Pot Roast” 

or “Steak and Vegetables or “Chicken and Dumplings”. 

But when she’d ask her husband what he wanted for dinner – he’d never make a decision. He’d just say 

something like: “ah, whatever.” So, she decided to stock the freezer with what food that he actually asked for. 

NOW, if you looked in her freezer you’d see a whole new set of labels. You’d find dinners with neat, legible tags 

that say: “Something Good,” “Whatever,” “I Don’t Know,” “I Don’t Care,” “Anything,” or simply: “Food.” 

This woman had planned “good things” for her husband. She had spent a great deal of time preparing good food 

for her husband to eat. But he just didn’t seem to care… 

In the reading from Jeremiah God tells us that He had prepared good things for Israel. He said: “I know the 

plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” In fact, 

God had ALWAYS planned things like this for Israel… 
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· good things 

· things that would give them hope 

· things that would give them a future 

But they had become like the husband who didn’t care what his wife cooked for him. They took their relationship 

with God for granted. And now they were having to settle for table scraps. 

NOW, Jeremiah is writing to these people - to the surviving Elders and priests and prophets and all the other 

people who were in Exile in the land of Babylon. And Jeremiah was telling them: God still has a plan for you; 

God still loves you; God hasn’t abandoned you; 

God still wants to do something in your life that will give you optimism, hope and a future 

In short GOD STILL HAS A PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE 

In the second reading we see how unlike God's plans, mankind’s plans: plans that are targeted at benefiting 

ourselves at the cost of remembering the God whom we serve, are ultimately doomed to failure. In all the plans 

we make it's important to consider the impact upon other people and whether the things we are hoping to do 

and the means by which we are doing them are ethical. The end never justifies the means. 

So what does this mean for us? 

QCWA are, I believe, in the throes of planning for the future - planning for the next five years of work of the 

Country Women’s Association. And as we've seen, having a plan is not a bad thing so long as we consider all of 

the wider impacts that our plans may have. We should always be asking God for guidance - asking for the Holy 

Spirit's wisdom that we may plan aright to meet our mission to empower and inspire women through friendship, 

education, service and advocacy. Our plans should always be aimed at benefiting others - not ourselves. For 

ultimately, God's plans for us can only come about if we show ourselves to be loving to others. 


